[Clinical and cellular studies in a patient with Cockayne syndrome].
Hypersensitivity to the lethal effect of ultraviolet light (UV) and other DNA-damaging agents has been observed in cells from patients affected by Cockayne syndrome, suggesting that this syndrome is deficient in the capability to repair damage in cellular DNA. We report a case showing the main clinical features of Cockayne syndrome in which the clinical and cellular photosensitivity described as typical for Cockayne syndrome is not present. These cytological results suggest that there is considerable clinical and cellular heterogeneity in Cockayne syndrome and that cellular sensitivity to UV might not be as essential for the diagnosis of Cockayne syndrome as previously thought.